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date the tax was imposed.  Figure 1 is a map showing the year county sales and use taxes were 
imposed as of December 2018.  Counties are color-coded to show the period in which they 
imposed their taxes. 

As of December 2018: 
• 4 counties had a total rate of 5.0% (5.0% state sales and use tax)
• 2 counties had a total rate of 5.1% (5.0% state and 0.1% baseball district sales and use tax).
• 63 counties had a total rate of 5.5% (5.0% state and 0.5% county sales and use tax).
• 3 counties had a total rate of 5.6% (5.0% state, 0.1% baseball park district, and 0.5% county

sales and use tax).

TABLE 1 
WISCONSIN SALES AND USE TAX RATES AS OF DECEMBER 2018 

COUNTY EFFECTIVE TOTAL  COUNTY EFFECTIVE  TOTAL 
Adams 1/1/1994 5.50% Marathon  4/1/1987 5.50% 
Ashland 4/1/1988 5.50% Marinette  10/1/2001 5.50% 
Barron 4/1/1986 5.50% Marquette 4/1/1989 5.50% 
Bayfield 4/1/1991 5.50% Menominee   5.00% 
Brown 1/1/2018 5.50% Milwaukee (BB) 4/1/1991 5.60% 
Buffalo 4/1/1987 5.50% Monroe 4/1/1990 5.50% 
Burnett 4/1/1989 5.50% Oconto  7/1/1994 5.50% 
Calumet 4/1/2018 5.50% Oneida  4/1/1987 5.50% 
Chippewa 4/1/1991 5.50% Outagamie   5.00% 
Clark 1/1/2009 5.50% Ozaukee (BB) 4/1/1991 5.60% 
Columbia 4/1/1989 5.50% Pepin  4/1/1991 5.50% 
Crawford 4/1/1991 5.50% Pierce  4/1/1988 5.50% 
Dane 4/1/1991 5.50% Polk  4/1/1988 5.50% 
Dodge 4/1/1994 5.50% Portage  4/1/1989 5.50% 
Door 4/1/1988 5.50% Price  1/1/1993 5.50% 
Douglas 4/1/1991 5.50% Racine (BB)  5.10% 
Dunn 4/1/1986 5.50% Richland  4/1/1989 5.50% 
Eau Claire 1/1/1999 5.50% Rock  4/1/2007 5.50% 
Florence 7/1/2006 5.50% Rusk  4/1/1987 5.50% 
Fond du Lac 4/1/2010 5.50% St. Croix  4/1/1987 5.50% 
Forest 4/1/1995 5.50% Sauk  4/1/1992 5.50% 
Grant 4/1/2002 5.50% Sawyer  4/1/1987 5.50% 
Green 1/1/2003 5.50% Shawano  4/1/1990 5.50% 
Green Lake 7/1/1999 5.50% Sheboygan  1/1/2017 5.50% 
Iowa 4/1/1987 5.50% Taylor  7/1/1999 5.50% 
Iron 4/1/1991 5.50% Trempealeau  10/1/1995 5.50% 
Jackson 4/1/1987 5.50% Vernon  1/1/1997 5.50% 
Jefferson 4/1/1991 5.50% Vilas  4/1/1988 5.50% 
Juneau 4/1/1992 5.50% Walworth  4/1/1987 5.50% 
Kenosha 4/1/1991 5.50% Washburn  4/1/1991 5.50% 
Kewaunee 4/1/2017 5.50% Washington (BB) 1/1/1999 5.60% 
La Crosse 4/1/1990 5.50% Waukesha (BB)  5.10% 
Lafayette 4/1/2001 5.50% Waupaca  4/1/1989 5.50% 
Langlade 4/1/1988 5.50% Waushara  4/1/1990 5.50% 
Lincoln 4/1/1987 5.50% Winnebago   5.00% 
Manitowoc 5.00% Wood  1/1/2004 5.50% 

BB indicates 0.1% baseball park tax imposed 1/1/96. 
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1. STATE SALES AND USE TAX BY NAICS CODE, 2018

In 2018, taxable transactions generated state sales and use taxes of $5,336,321,198, as 
reported by filers.  Sales and use taxes fall primarily on tangible personal property sold 
to final consumers. Businesses classified as retailers (NAICS 44-45) generated 46.1% of 
state sales and use taxes in 2018. 

Table 2 shows the amount of state sales and use tax in 2018 by NAICS code. The data 
were obtained from sales and use tax returns filed with the Wisconsin Department of 
Revenue.  The number of filers displayed in the table is limited to filers with taxable sales 
in excess $10,000. The number of filers that reported taxable sales exceeding $10,000 
in 2018 was 86,242 (The total number of filers, including those under $10,000 in taxable 
sales, was 184,080). The sales and use tax amounts in the table include all filers.  The 
number of filers may not represent the number of businesses in a particular industry as a 
single filer may have multiple locations.  

“State Sales and Use Tax" is the amount of state sales and use tax reported by the 
taxpayer.  It does not include penalties, interest, or the reduction for the "retailer's 
discount" which a seller of taxable goods or services is permitted to retain for collecting 
and remitting the tax.  The retailer’s discount is the greater of 0.5% of the seller's sales 
tax liability or $10 per return for returns filed timely.  As of October 1, 2009, the retailer’s 
discount is limited to $1,000 per reporting period. 

Occasional sales are also excluded from the figures in Table 2. Occasional sales include 
sales by one individual to another of automobiles, mobile homes 45 feet or less in 
length, trailers, semi-trailers, and other registered motor vehicles. Use tax is collected 
when these vehicles are registered with the state. 

4









2. BASEBALL PARK DISTRICT SALES AND USE TAX, 2018

1995 Wisconsin Act 56 authorized the baseball park district sales and use tax. The Act 
imposed a 0.1% sales and use tax in the five southeast counties of Milwaukee, 
Ozaukee, Racine, Washington, and Waukesha as of January 1, 1996.  The state (DOR) 
collects the tax on behalf of the Southeast Wisconsin Professional Baseball Park and 
retains 1.5% of tax collections to cover administrative costs.  Net tax collections are 
distributed to the district authority to fund construction and maintenance of Miller Park.  

In 2018, taxable transactions generated baseball park district sales and use taxes of 
$31,874,354. Table 3 shows the number of filers and baseball district sales and use 
taxes in 2018 by NAICS code.  The tax amount reported does not include penalties, 
interest, occasional sales, or the reduction for the retailer's discount.  

The number of filers shown is the number of sellers in a NAICS code that filed a sales 
tax return in 2018 and reported taxable sales exceeding $10,000. While this $10,000 
threshold excludes certain smaller scale entities located in the district, it allows the 
exclusion, from the count of filers, many entities that may be making limited sales into 
the district but are not located within the district.  Without this threshold, for example, a 
retailer without a physical presence within the district would be listed as a filer so long as 
they engaged in at least one transaction sourced to a location within the district.  To limit 
the filer count to those with a more significant level of taxable sales in the district, 
whether physically located within the district or not, the number of filers excludes 
businesses with taxable sales less than $10,000.  The sales and use tax amounts, 
however, includes all filers. 

Taxpayers do not report baseball park district tax data by county. 

Comparison to Baseball Park District Sales and Use Tax Distributions 

The amounts distributed to the district during 2018 differ from the amounts in Table 3 
due to the retailer’s discount, state administrative fee, interest, penalties, occasional 
sales, and the timing of both sales tax returns and distributions to the district. Generally, 
sales tax distributions reflect the previous month's collections. Distributions are also 
adjusted to reflect audit adjustments and refunds.   
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3. COUNTY SALES AND USE TAX BY NAICS CODE, 2018

Counties are authorized to impose a 0.5% county sales and use tax.  Table 4 presents
total county sales and use tax information by NAICS code for the 63 counties that
imposed the tax in 2018.  The state (DOR) collects the tax on behalf of the counties and
retains 1.75% of tax collections to cover administrative costs.

Transactions in calendar year 2018 generated county sales and use taxes of
$421,453,190. This is the amount of county sales and use tax reported by sellers. It
does not include penalties, interest, occasional sales, or the reduction for the retailer's
discount.

County Sales and Use Tax by County

Table 5 presents county sales and use tax information by NAICS code by county.  The
number of filers displayed for each county is the number of sellers/retailers in a NAICS
code that filed a sales tax return in 2018 and reported taxable sales exceeding $10,000.
A business that remits sales and use tax in Wisconsin would show up as a filer in any
county in which the retailer engaged in a transaction.  For example, a retailer without a
physical presence in Dane County qualifies as a filer for Dane County so long as it
engaged in at least one transaction sourced to Dane County.  If this retailer reported
taxable sales in the county in excess of $10,000, it would be included in the count of
filers for Dane County in Table 5 that exceed this threshold.

Comparison to County Sales and Use Tax Distributions

The amounts distributed to counties during 2018 differ from the amounts in Table 5 due
to the retailer’s discount, state administrative fee, interest, penalties, occasional sales,
and the timing of both sales tax returns and distributions to the district. The distributions
also reflect audit adjustments and refunds.
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